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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 -5 and 8-22 are pending in this office action, claims 20-22 are newly 
added, while claims 6 and 7 are canceled. 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed May 5, 2005, with respect to claim 1-19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Rejections 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.SC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Watanabe (Japanese Patent No. 05-204483A). 

Regarding claim 15 , Watanabe teaches an information terminal including an 
information apparatus and a battery pack, comprising: 

• A communication section (fig. 1 , ref. num 1 0 and 1 1 ); 

• An apparatus memory storing a first password (fig. 2, ref. num 5); 

• A battery memory storing a second password (fig. 3, ref. num 29B); and 
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• A switch for enabling electric power to a device load supplied by a power supply, 
on the basis of a control signal (fig. 2, ref. num 33); 

• Wherein said communication section generates said control signal through a 
comparison of said first password with said second password, thereby enabling 
electric power to said device load when said first password is identical to said 
second password, and disabling electric power to said device load when said first 
password differs from said second password (paragraph 0022), and 

• Wherein an input device of said device load performs setting or changing 
said first and/or second passwords via said communication section 

. (paragraph 0012, 0017, 0020, and 0026, the power source device 1 has a 
function for forwarding the key code to the power source adapter 29). 

Regarding claim 16 , Watanabe teaches wherein said first password is previously 
stored in said apparatus memory and said second password is previously stored in said 
battery memory (paragraph 0026, first sentence). 

Regarding claims 17 and 18 , Watanabe teaches wherein said battery pack 
comprises said power supply (fig. 2, ref. num 31). 



Regarding claim 19 , Watanabe teaches wherein said device load comprises an 
input device (fig. 3, ref. num 29B). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watanabe (Japanese Patent No. 05-204483A). 

Regarding claim 1 , Watanabe teaches an information terminal including an 
apparatus and a battery pack, wherein: 

Said information apparatus comprises: 

• A device load having an input device (fig. 3); 

• A first switch for switching on/off the electric power supplied by said battery pack 
(fig. 1 , ref. num 6); 

• An apparatus memory for storing a first password (fig. 2, ref. num 5); 

• A communication section for communicating with said apparatus memory, said 
input device and said battery pack (fig. 1 , ref. num 10 and 1 1 ); and 

Said battery pack comprises: 

• A battery for supplying electric power for said information apparatus (fig. 2, ref. 
num 31); and 

• A battery memory for storing a second password (fig. 3, ref. num 29B), 

o Wherein said communication section communicates with said battery 
memory and said apparatus memory, when said first switch is turned on, 
reads out said first and second passwords to compare said first password 
with said second password (paragraph 0014), and 
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o Said communication section turns on said second switch so as to supply 
electric power from the battery pack to said device load when said first 
password is identical to said second password as a result of the 
comparison, while it turns off said second switch so as not to supply 
electric power from said battery pack to the device load when said first 
password differs from said second password (paragraph 0023), and 
• Wherein said input device performs setting or changing said first and/or 
second passwords via said communication section (paragraph 0012, 0017, 
0020, and 0026, the power source device 1 has a function for forwarding the key 
code to the power source adapter 29). 

Watanabe does not specifically teach in the information apparatus, a second 
switch for switching on/off the electric power for said device load supplied by said 
battery pack, on the basis of a control signal from said communication section. 

However, Watanabe does teach a second switch for switching on/off the electric 
power for said device load supplied by said battery pack, on the basis of a control signal 
from said communication section (fig. 2, ref. num 33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to modify Watanabe to place the switch that enables/disables 
power to the information apparatus in the information apparatus. It would have been 
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obvious for such modifications because this increases security of the portable 
information apparatus. By placing both switches in the apparatus, and not in the 
battery, a user who steals a portable apparatus and puts a regular battery in it — not one 
that stores and compares passwords — will not be able to gain access to the portable 
apparatus. However, if the second switch remains in the battery, and the portable 
apparatus is stolen, the switch that would normally enable/disable power based on 
password comparison is now missing because of the swapped battery. Therefore, the 
thief may be able to access the portable apparatus. 

Regarding claim 2 , Watanabe teaches an information terminal including an 
information apparatus and a battery pack, wherein: 
Said information apparatus comprises: 

• A device load having an input device (fig. 3); 

• A first switch for switching on/off the electric power supplied by said battery pack 
(fig. 1 , ref. num 6); 

• An apparatus memory for storing a first password (fig. 2, ref. num 5); 

• A communication section for communicating with said apparatus memory, said 
input device and said battery pack (fig. 1 , ref. num 10 and 1 1 ); 

• A load power supply for supplying electric power for said device load (fig. 1 , ref. 
num 29); and 

Said battery pack comprises: 
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• A battery for supplying electric power for said information apparatus (fig. 2, ref. 
num 31); and 

• A battery memory for storing a second password (fig. 3, ref. num 29B), 

o Wherein said communication section communicates with said battery 
memory and said apparatus memory, when said first switch is turned on, 
reads out said first and second to compare said first password with said 
second password (paragraph 0014), and 

o Said communication section turns on said second switch so as to supply 
electric power from the load power supply to said device load when said 
first password is identical to said second password as a result of the 
comparison, while it turns off said second switch so as not to supply 
electric power from said load power supply to the device load when said 
first password differs from said second password (paragraph 0022), and 

• Wherein said input device performs setting or changing said first and/or 
second passwords via said communication section (paragraph 0012, 0017, 
0020, and 0026, the power source device 1 has a function for forwarding the key 
code to the power source adapter 29). 

Watanabe does not specifically teach in the information apparatus, a second 
switch for switching on/off the electric power for said device load supplied by said load 
power supply, on the basis of a control signal from said communication section. 
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However, Watanabe does teach a second switch for switching on/off the electric 
power for said device load supplied by said load power supply, on the basis of a control 
signal from said communication section (fig. 2, ref. num 33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to modify Watanabe to place the switch that enables/disables 
power to the information apparatus in the information apparatus. It would have been 
obvious for such modifications because this increases security of the portable 
information apparatus. By placing both switches in the apparatus, and not in the 
battery, a user who steals a portable apparatus and puts a regular battery in it— not one 
that stores and compares passwords— will not be able to gain access to the portable 
apparatus. However, if the second switch remains in the battery, and the portable 
apparatus is stolen, the switch that would normally enable/disable power based on 
password comparison is now missing because of the swapped battery. Therefore, the 
thief may be able to access the portable apparatus. 

Regarding claim 3 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein said battery supplies 
electric power to said device load, said apparatus memory, said communication section 
and said battery memory (fig. 1, reference to "Power Source Supplied to Each 
Component"). 
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Regarding claim 4 . Watanabe as modified teaches wherein said battery supplies 
power to said apparatus memory, said communication section and said battery memory 
(fig. 1, reference to "Power Source Supplied to Each Component"). 

Regarding claim 5 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein power is supplied 
from said information apparatus to said battery memory (fig. 1, reference to "Power 
Source Supplied to Each Component," the battery memory is supplied power once the 
battery pack is plugged into the information apparatus). 

Regarding claim 8 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein said first password is 
identical with said second password (paragraph 0022, power is supplied if the 
passwords are identical). 

Regarding claim 9 , official notice is taken that said first password and said 
second password are set up prior to a factory shipment. This is a desirable effect in a 
case such as this, where passwords are employed for protecting a system. An initial 
password is in both devices, which is then changed by the user during a first use. 

Regarding claim 10 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein said first password 
and said second password are any one of a number, a letter, and a cipher (paragraph 
0020). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein both said apparatus 
memory and said battery memory are non-volatile (paragraph 0027, nonvolatile region). 

Regarding claim 12 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein each of said 
memories is an EEPROM (fig. 3, ref. num 29B, the code-setting section must contain a 
programmable ROM). 

Regarding claims 13 and 14 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein said first 
password is previously stored in said apparatus memory and said second password is 
previously stored in said battery memory (paragraph 0026, first sentence). 

Regarding claims 20-22 , Watanabe as modified teaches wherein said input 
device sets or changes said first and second passwords by inputting said first 
password through said communication section and said apparatus memory, and 
inputting said second password through said communication section and said 
battery memory, wherein said first password and said second password are 
identical (paragraph 0012, 0017, 0020, and 0026, the power source device 1 has a 
function for forwarding the key code to the power source adapter 29). 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon S. Hoffman whose telephone number is 571 - 
272-3863. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R. Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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